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Three distinct movements are noticed in the history of the
settlement of our State, and, with each of these, independent
and peculiar systems of education were introduced. The first
movement is connected with the labors of the French mission-
aries among the Indian tribes; the second, with the discovery
and the first working of the Lead Mines, and the third, with
what is termed the “Western fever,” which prevailed exten-
sively in the Eastern States, just after the Black Hawk war.

French Missionaries and Traders

The French had acquired a foothold in Canada, and were
establishing missionary stations on the St. Lawrence, along the
Lakes, and down the Mississippi, while the English and the
Dutch were forming their colonies on the Atlantic coast. The
French Jesuits united the love of adventure and the desire to
extend their national domain, with their devotion to the cross,



